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Winter Weather: 

When it’s Necessary 
to Close School
We understand that the decision to open or close schools, offer a two-hour 
delayed start, or resort to an early release in bad weather has an enormous 
effect on all of our families. As we approach the winter season, the following 
information may help you to better understand the process we use when 
making these types of decisions, which are based upon a careful analysis of 
all relevant factors, such as:

• Information on road conditions from transportation staff, local law 
enforcement and road crews (as warranted); we must give careful 
consideration to the most dangerous roads in the District; they can be 
treacherous, even if your road or street looks clear.

• Amount of accumulated snow and ice;
• Whether precipitation is expected to continue throughout the day;
• Temperature and wind chill (wind chills at or below -15°F during key 

walking and waiting-for-bus times are given special consideration);
• Impact on our transportation fleet (school bus diesel fuel begins to gel at 

an ambient temperature of 0 degrees);
• Weather predictions (including those from our own satellite system and 

local radar);
• Storm timing;
• Building conditions (is there electricity and heat?);
• Parking lot conditions;
• What other surrounding districts are doing. 
 
TWO-HOUR DELAY: Our school-sponsored LatchKey programs are cancelled 
if school is cancelled. If the District is on a two-hour delay, there will be no 
LatchKey in the morning. For the two-hour delay option, the school day starts 
two hours later than normal, but ends at the regular time. Bus pick up times are 
adjusted accordingly. (Example: If your child is normally picked up at 7:15 
a.m., the bus will arrive at 9:15 a.m. on a two-hour delay.) 
 
NOTIFICATION: In addition to our Alert Now call system, the District’s website, 
facebook and our e-news emails, closing notifications are announced on TV, 
radio and posted on many storm alert and school closing websites.
 
 

MEET: 
Frankie Iannaggi 

1st Grade, Granger Elementary

Members of Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) 
and DARE Role Models at Highland High School and 
Highland Middle School recently joined forces to collect 
donations for this year’s annual Coats for Kids Drive. 
Their goal was to collect 3,000 coats. This drive is geared 
toward helping the less fortunate within Medina County 
by donating gently used coats, scarves, hats and gloves. 
A donation box was located at each Highland school 
building and students, parents and community members 
were encouraged to make a contribution to the cause. The 
collection ran through November 24. 

GOAL OF COAT DRIVE IS
TO HELP LESS FORTUNATE

Pictured from left are SADD officers Madison Houska, Co-VP; 
Bethany Waleri, Secretary; and Rachel Wingate, Co-President;



MAKING HEADLINES...

 

STUDENTS LEARN FROM VISITING CHINESE TEACHER
Students and staff at Highland Elementary schools have 
welcomed Mrs. Frances Wu! Students are currently participating 
in Chinese language and culture immersion lessons for the 
duration of the year. Mrs. Wu has taught students greetings, 
phrases and songs. It is proving to be a unique opportunity for 
students. Pictured above is Mrs. Donna Wolford’s 2nd grade class 
at Hinckley Elementary School in their panda masks following a 
lesson by Mrs. Wu. 

2 CHOSEN TO DISPLAY ARTWORK 
Congratulations to Highland art students sophomore Holly 
Sammon and junior Piper Fullard for having their artwork 
displayed in the OAEA Emerging Artists High School Show. Only 
140 students were selected for this honor. Their artwork was on 
display in the lobby of the State Teachers Retirement Building in 
Columbus from September 14 through October 10.  
 
REGISTER NOW FOR HIGHLAND REC BASKETBALL 
Register your child now for the Highland Rec Basketball Program, 
which runs from January 9 through February 10. The league is 
open to boys in grades 2-6. Games and practices are organized 
by Highland High School basketball coaches and players with 
an emphasis on skill development and participation. All playing 
time is on an equal basis. Cost is $50 per person. Checks should 
be made payable to Highland Local Schools. For questions, to 
register or for more information, please email Coach Adam 
Cestaro at acestaro@highlandschools.org.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Dr. Norman Christopher, M.D.       Mike Houska  

Robert Kelly     Diane Thomas     Christopher Wolny       

CONTACT US
Administration Office     330-239-1901
3880 Ridge Road, Medina, Ohio 44256
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HINCKLEY STUDENTS TACKLE READING CHALLENGE
Hinckley Elementary PTO held its first Read-a-Thon fundraiser 

from October 5-23. The PTO raised approximately $11,500, 

which will be used to fund school programs and events, as 

well as to purchase a large projector screen to be installed in 

the gym. Students were able to choose whatever books they 

wanted to read and logged their reading minutes. Parents 

invited sponsors via email and social media and sponsors 

made pledges online. The class with the most minutes read 

and the class with the most money raised each get a pizza 

party courtesy of Augie’s Pizza & Ribs. Congratulations to 2nd 

grade students in Mrs. Donna Wolford’s class who earned top 

fundraising honors with over $3,248 raised AND top reading 

honors with 25,702 minutes! Fifth grader Carter Swarm was 

the top reader in the school with 5,020 minutes read and 2nd 

grader Anna Broadwater was the top fundraiser with $1,355. 

Carter and Anna each were awarded a ride to school in a 

Hinckley Township fire truck! Hinckley’s very own fire fighters 

picked up the student at their home and drove them to school 

in their shiny red fire engine. All students who logged 250 

minutes of reading during the Read-a-Thon won one-foot of 

duct tape and the opportunity to help duct tape Hinckley 

Principal Mr. Craig Caroff to the wall during all lunch periods! 

Pictured above is Carter Swarm and Anna Broadwater, along 

with Principal Caroff and Hinckley Firefighters.

Thank  
You!
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Veteran’s Day 
Celebrated 
Throughout 

District

Brent and Katie Coleman show American 
pride during the Granger Veteran’s Day 
Program on November 6. Pictured with 
them are their daughters from left, 2nd 
grader Elizabeth, Lucy, and kindergartner 
Anna.

Grant, Helen and Vivian Bogdanski spent time with their 
father, Army Colonel Glenn Bogdanski during the Sharon 
Elementary Veteran’s Day Assembly.

The Color Guard were present and accounted for during 
the Sharon Veteran’s Day Assembly. From left are Ryan 
O’Neil, Paul George, William Karkoff  and Evan Crandall. 

In honor of Veterans Day each year, 
Highland Schools students and staff 
remember the contributions made to 
our nation by service members — 
past and present. While Memorial 
Day honors those who gave their 
lives in military service, Veteran’s Day 
commemorates and recognizes the 
personal sacrifices made by anyone 
who wears, or has worn, the uniform. 
Throughout Highland School District, 
each building celebrated this day 
with a special program to say “thank 
you” to our veterans. The programs 
honored our country’s heroes through 
patriotic songs and poems and many 
students had the chance to talk with 
local war heroes and veterans to 
learn about their military 
experiences. 

Thank  
You!

HHS JUNIORS 
SELECTED FOR 
LEADERSHIP 
PROGRAM
 
Five Highland High School juniors 
have been selected to participate 
in Junior Leadership Medina 
County: 

LILY GOETTLER
ABIGAIL LONG

BEN RIFE
GRACE VAN FOSSEN

AUBREY WELCH

They are among the 40 
sophomores and juniors from seven 
county high schools to form the 
Junior Leadership Medina County 
Class of 2016.  
 
Now in its 13th year, Junior 
Leadership has served 465 
students countywide. Its uniqueness 
stems from being the only 
youth leadership development 
organization that brings high 
school students from across the 
county together to develop 
and share their strengths. The 
purpose of Junior Leadership 
is to advocate for, encourage 
and empower our emerging 
leaders. All of this takes place 
while students gain a better 
understanding of Medina 
County by visiting various 
businesses, organizations, county 
governmental entities and 
speaking with a wide array of 
community leaders.  
 
The program consists of class 
days spread over six months and 
developed by Leadership Medina 
County alumni. The days are built 
around a specific topic to be 
interactive, structured and geared 
to high school students.  
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Be sure to 
visit the 
District 

website and 
Facebook 
page for 

important 
updates and 
information.

LEARNING 
ABOUT
ANATOMY  
On Wednesday, November 11, Highland 
Middle School hosted 20 medical 
students from NEOMED. The first and 
second year medical students facilitated 
several small group sessions for 8th 
graders. During this after-school event, 
the HMS students learned about our 
cardiovascular system and how reflexes 
protect us. They also participated in a 
college panel discussion where they were 
able to talk to the med students about 
what courses they took in high school 
and college, as well what to expect in 
medical school. This is the third year for 
this highly successful program.

Reading Buddy Program Underway 
 
Highland Middle School recently started a Reading Buddy program to encourage students to become more 
invested in reading. This is a two-part program where 7th grade students are serving as pen pals and mentors 
to 3rd grade students at Granger Elementary, so they are reading and writing together! Additionally, community 
members have volunteered to either be guest speakers in a classroom or to provide information through a Google 
survey that will be shared with students about how reading, writing and speaking play a role in individual careers. 
This program is ultimately helping students to see “language arts” in the real world!

Pictured above are Sonya Hartman, HMS 7th grader, 
and Granger 3rd grader Megan Wyneski. At right are 
7th grader Sam Geiger and 3rd grader Jack Milliron. 

HMS 8th grader Haley Johnson listens carefully to NEOMED student as 
she explains the cardiovascular system.
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Global Read  
Aloud Program 
at Hinckley
Hinckley Elementary 4th and 5th graders 

participated in a Global Read Aloud from 

October 5 through November 13. This was a 

six-week project where everyone reads the same 

book at the same time all over the world. This 

year, students read “Fish in a Tree” by Megan 

Mullaly Hunt. The author broadcasted live videos 

as she read chapters in the book and answered 

questions that Hinckley students tweeted to her. 

Students also blogged about their experience. 

The Global Read Aloud project was created in 

2010 with a simple goal in mind; one book to 

connect the world. Now, five years later, more 

than 500,000 connections have been made in 60 different 

countries. Pictured kneeling from left are Audrey Sherba, Evan 

Davis and Teagen Sokolowski. Standing are Evan Hooke, Hunter 

Winston, Gianna Gianini, Emily Rini and Nicole Iwasieczko.

58 INDUCTED INTO NHS  
Congratulations to the 58 Highland High School 

students who were officially inducted into the 

National Honor Society on October 28 during a 

special ceremony. Ethan Andrews, Elliott Bates, Jessica 

Bentley, Sarah Bowers, Caitlin Castillo, Abigail Catron, 

Alexandria Chorba, Larkin Cleland, Boyd Colbrunn, 

Katie Corvo, Corey Dennis, Annamarie DiGiacobbe, 

Raymond Flannery, Brittany Fleischer, Isabella Fragnoli, 

Woodrow Funk, Drew Gardner, Sydney Ginley, 

Sujay Godugu, Victoria Grayson, Julie Haber, Reilly 

Holowecky, Dana Holtzapple, Miles Howell, Nicholas 

Jadach, Brett Kalfas, Lucas King, Nolan Kinsey, 

Kathleen Kirchner, Evan Kuczynski, Benjamin Lewton, 

Steve Lin, Andrew Matejin, Kyle Meissner, Miranda 

Murray, Shane Nelson, Kaila Oberhaus, Julianne 

Origlio, Hunter Rinard, Madison Rossero, Thomas Ruth, 

Dagny Sacksteder, Jacob Scavuzzo, Olivia Severyn, 

Olivia Sir Louis, Hannah Siwik, Anna Sollenberger, 

Hannah Spittle, Ellie Thonnings, Sarah Vala, Connor 

Vomero, Logan Wagner, Hannah Webb, Aubrey Welch, 

Carson Wirebaugh, Addison Wisniewski, Stephen 

Wiswesser, Bethany Yu.

Speech Team Nabs  
Top Spot at Tourney  
Highland Speech and Debate Team won its 
first tournament of the season on November 21 
at the Copley Speech & Debate Invitational 
Tournament. Helping to lead the HHS team to 
victory were the following students who placed 
in their respective categories: 

• Delaney Lerch, 3rd, Declamation Speaking
• Cecilia and Amelia Mainzer, 4th, Duo 
 Interpretation
• Andras Fabian, 3rd, Humorous Interpretation
• Samantha Zeiger, 5th, Lincoln Douglas 
 Debate
• Victoria Grayson, 5th, Informative Speaking
• Josephy Chema, 3rd, Informative Speaking
• Jake Severyn, 2nd, Informative Speaking
• Kelly Meaden, 4th, US Extemporaneous 
 Speaking
• Katie Linger, 3rd, Prose Oratorical  
 Interpretation
• Jessica Bentley, 2nd, Prose Oratorical  
 Interpretation



JANUARY 2016
• 1/1: New Year’s Day / NO SCHOOL; HHS Band & Orchestra 

Trip to Florida
• 1/4: Students Return from Winter Break
• 1/6: HHS Band & Orchestra Return from Trip to Florida
• 1/8: Report Cards 
• 1/12: Financial Aid Meeting for HHS Parents, 6:30 p.m. (HHS)
• 1/18: Martin Luther King, Jr., Day / NO SCHOOL
• 1/20: Granger & Sharon Assembly of “Animals & the 

Environment”
• 1/23: Medina County Middle School Solo & Ensemble 

Competition (Location TBD)
• 1/29: Elementary Beach Party Day

FEBRUARY 2016
• 2/1: Sharon Reading Rally Begins
• 2/2: College Now FAFSA Night, 6:30 p.m. (HHS)
• 2/4: High School Conferences, 4-7:30 p.m.; HHS Winter 

Theatre Production, 7 p.m. 
• 2/5: Interims; Sharon PTO Book Swap, 7 p.m.; HHS Winter 

Theatre Production, 7 p.m. 
• 2/6: National ACT Testing Date; HHS Winter Theatre 

Production, 7 p.m.
• 2/8: HMS Book Fair Begins 
• 2/9: Orientation for Incoming Freshmen (8th graders), 9-11 

a.m. (HHS)
• 2/10: Orientation for Incoming Freshmen (8th graders), 9-11 

a.m. (HHS)
• 2/11: Middle School Conferences, 4-7:30 p.m.; College Credit 

Plus Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (HHS)
• 2/12: Elementary Valentine’s Day Parties; HMS Book Fair Ends; 

HHS Speech & Debate Team Community Night, 7 p.m. (HHS)
• 2/13: High School Solo & Ensemble Competition (Location TBD)
• 2/15: President’s Day / NO SCHOOL
• 2/16: 5th Grade Band & Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m. (HHS)
• 2/17: Sharon PTO Book Swap
• 2/18: Sharon PTO Book Swap; HHS & 6th & 7th Grade 

Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m. (HHS)
• 2/24: 8th Grade Parent Meeting (for high school scheduling), 

6:30-8 p.m. (HHS)
• 2/25: HHS Choir Concert, 7 p.m.
• 2/28: Granger Talent Show, 7 p.m. (HHS); Hinckley Father/

Daughter Dance
• 2/27: Granger PTO Barnes & Noble Book Fair
• 2/29: Sharon Reading Rally Ends
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and

BOOK DRIVE NETS OVER 
2,000 DONATIONS
Members of the National Honor Society at Highland High School 

organized a Book Drive for Cleveland Little Free Library. On 

November 23, they donated approximately 2,000 books to 

Luis Munoz Marin Dual Language Academy in Tremont, Ohio. 

Initiated by HHS seniors Miranda Paich and Joseph Wiencek 

(pictured above), they also started an ongoing program 

collecting children and adult books for the school and Project 

Learn of Medina County. The intent is to establish this as a 

yearly drive and to continue the partnership for years to come. 

Congratulations on a job well done!
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SAMANTHA received a partial athletic scholarship to attend and 

play softball for Division II Hillsdale College, where she plans to 

study pre-medicine. She is a four-year varsity letterman on the 

Highland softball team and was named 1st Team All-Suburban 

League and All-District Honorable Mention during her junior year, 

and 2nd Team All-Suburban League during her freshman and 

sophomore years. Additionally, she is a three-time Scholar Athlete 

Award winner, two-time Suburban League All-Star Nominee and 

was named The Post Newspapers Female Athlete of the Year. A 

member of the National Honor Society, Student Council and the 

HHS Newspaper staff, she is the daughter of Eric and Lisa Catron 

of Granger Township. Pictured with Samantha and her parents, Eric 

and Lisa, is her sister Abby, a sophomore at HHS.

Two Sign Commitment Letters; Receive Scholarships 
SAMANTHA CATRON and MARLEE PROFITT signed their letter of  intent on November 11 at Highland High School. 

MARLEE has committed to attend and play basketball for 
Valparaiso University. She received a full athletic scholarship 
to the Division I university, where she plans to study biomedical 
engineering. She is a four-year varsity letterman on the Highland 
basketball team and was recently named All-Ohio State Team 
for 2016. In addition, she was named 1st Team All-Suburban 
League during her junior year, 2nd Team All-Suburban League her 
sophomore year and is a four-time Scholar Athlete Award winner. 
Marlee set a Highland school record for field goal percentage 
her junior year, while being named 2nd Team All-Northeast Ohio 
and receiving All-Ohio State Honorable Mention. A member of the 
National Honor Society, Student Council and the HHS Newspaper 
staff, she is the daughter of Scott and Laura Profitt of Sharon 
Township. Pictured with Marlee and her parents, Scott and Laura, is 
her brother Bryce, an 8th grader at Highland Middle School. 

ALL-OHIO 
AGAIN FOR 
DIGIACOBBE
 
Congratulations to Highland 
sophomore AnnaMarie 
DiGiacobbe who competed 
in the state cross country meet 
at National Trail Raceway in 
Hebron in early November. 
DiGiacobbe finished 20th to 
earn All-Ohio status for the 
second year in a row.

Highland Golfers 
Receive Top Honors 
 
Three Highland golfers have recently been named “2015 
All-Gazette Girls Golf.” Juniors Madison Butler and Christina 
Williams, and sophomore Alicia Porvasnik are among the five 
named. Butler was also named Gazette MVP ~ She is the 
7th Hornet in the last eight years to claim this honor. She was 
named Suburban League American Division MVP and tied for 
26th at the Division 1 state tournament. She is ranked 1st in 
Medina County with an average of 38.1, which is 5th in area 
history. Porvasnik was named 1st Team All Suburban League 
and ranked 2nd in Medina County with a 38.4 average. 
Williams was also named 1st Team All Suburban League and 
ranked 3rd in the county with a 40.1 average. 



w w w.h i g h l a n d f o u n d a t i o n .o r g

HigHland Foundation
THE

1) Members of  
the Dinner Auction 
Committee. 

2) Attendees enjoying 
dinner.

3) Delicious offerings 
for the Dessert 
Auction.

Photos by NaNcy Gatsios
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2

3

The 11th Annual Great Gifts Dinner Auction, hosted 
by the Highland Foundation, set an impressive record 
this year, raising over $100,000 – a first for the 
Foundation. More than 300 people attended the 
event on November 7 at Weymouth Country Club, 
which celebrated The Foundation’s 15th anniversary. 
The evening included live and silent auctions, dinner, 
dancing and a variety of raffles prizes. The dessert 
auction alone raised over $6,000 for scholarships for 
Highland seniors. 

New this year was a video produced by Highland 
High School junior Miles Howell that captured the 
essence and mission of The Foundation over the past 
15 years. In the video, Chairman Eric Stasiowski 
talks about the hopes for the future and where the 
organization is headed. The video is available for 
viewing at highlandfoundation.org.  

The Foundation expects that $72,000 raised from 
the event will sponsor future program and projects 
for Highland students. Projects already slated include 
a visit by Artist-In-Residence Joe Deninzon, Electric 
Violinist; continuation of Highland’s intercultural 
program that allows for a trip to France and China; a 
set of iPads for moderate-to-intensive needs students 
at Hinckley Elementary School to help increase 
communication and language skills; a 21st century art 
program that allows for the use of technology in the 
classroom; an anti-bullying program featuring Marc 
Mero; and upgraded equipment for the Highland Buzz 
student TV production. A complete list of approved 
grants can also be found on the website.

Thanks is extended to the evening’s premier sponsors: 
The Cleveland Clinic, First Merit Bank and The Park 
Foundation, as well as to all sponsors, volunteers and 
attendees who made this a memorable evening. A 
special kudos to the Special Events Committee for 
their time and efforts on this highly successful event 
including Chairperson Jill Hennessey, Lori Albright,  
Emily Barnett, Lisa Boucher, Carol Florian, Lori Gibb, 
Karen Heichel, Kim Kelps, Elena K’Meyer, Heather 
Liccardi, Lindsay Limperos, Terri Pfister, Suzy Marquis, 
Maggie Miller, Rebecca Smith, Jen Soska and Theresa 
Wright.

Annual Event Raises 
$100k for Students


